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9:00am-9:05am 

 
Introduction  
HONG Nong 
Executive Director, Institute for China-America Studies 

 
 
9:05am-9:10am 

 
Opening Remarks 
 
WU Shicun 
Chairman of the Advisory Board 
Institute for China-America Studies 
 

 
09:10-09:50 

 
Keynote Dialogue 
 
CUI Tiankai  
Chinese Ambassador to the United States 
 
Graham ALLISON  
Douglas Dillon Professor of Government 
Harvard University 
 
Moderated by 
Stephen A. ORLINS  
President 
National Committee on United States-China Relations 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

9:50-11:30am  
 

Outlook for U.S.-China Strategic Rivalry During Next 
Administration 
 
The new era of great power competition inaugurated by the Trump 
Administration in its December 2017 and January 2018 National Security 
Strategy and National Defense Strategy reports, respectively, kicked-in 
with a vengeance in 2020. From heightened maritime sparring spanning the 
East China Sea, South China Sea and the Taiwan Straits to human rights 
tensions related to Xinjiang, Tibet and Hong Kong to the blame-game and 
allegations of cover-up related to the COVID-19 outbreak to licensing 
controls and denials of core technologies, U.S.-China relations sank to their 
lowest ebb in 2020. In July, the State Department released a strongly-
worded Position Statement criticizing China’s claims in the South China 
Sea and since Spring/Summer 2020, the Quad countries (U.S., Australia, 
Japan and India) and South Korea, Vietnam and New Zealand have held 
sub-ministerial level meetings to coordinate their approaches and policies.  

While the COVID-19 outbreak did, no doubt, aggravate U.S.-China 
strategic tensions in 2020, what are the larger underlying drivers that are 
accelerating the onset of great power rivalry in the Indo-Pacific? What role 
will the Quad play in the region’s strategic competition? COVID-19 was a 
factor for division in U.S.-China relations in 2020; could it become a force 
for unity and joint action in 2021 as both the next administration and China 
join hands on vaccine development and distribution globally to defeat the 
virus? Will cooperation on the existential threat of climate change dull the 
harsher edges of strategic rivalry and enable the two sides to fashion a new 
modus vivendi of ‘win-win- competition’ in the Indo-Pacific? Or will tests 
of will and strength, both in the geopolitical and geo-economic arenas, 
become a permanent feature of the Indo-Pacific region’s landscape? 

 
 Moderator 

 
Gordon HOULDEN 
Director 
China Institute, University of Alberta  
 
Speakers 
 
Michael SWAINE  
Director  
The East Asia program, Quincy Institute for Responsible Statecraft  
 

 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
ZHU Feng 
Director 
China Center for Collaborative Studies for the South China Sea 
Nanjing University  
 
Robert SUTTER  
Professor 
Elliott School, George Washington University 
 
SHEN Dingli 
Professor 
Institute of International Studies, Fudan University 
 
David FINKELSTEIN  
Vice President & Director  
 China and Indo-Pacific Security Affairs, Center for Naval Analysis 
 

  
 

11:30am-1:00pm Outlook for U.S.-China Engagement on Trade, Technology and 
Environment During Next Administration   
The drive towards ‘selective decoupling’ in U.S.-China economic relations 
has been fomented by the rise of China as a potential technological peer, 
especially in the context of the country's techno-nationalist aspirations of 
mastery across a range of Fourth Industrial Revolution (4IR) domains. 
The rash of export controls and licensing denials instituted by the Trump 
Administration post-May 15, 2019, which initially had been confined to the 
advanced manufacturing sector, now seem to have swallowed whole 
swathes of digital activity too – all in the name of ‘national security’. How 
will the myriad technology controls impact market structure and supply 
chains in the Indo-Pacific region across a range of high-tech and data-
enabled industries? Can global technology ecosystems be disentangled into 
neat geopolitics-based coalitions? How have such policies affected U.S.-
China science and technology collaboration and academic exchange? 

Transnational challenges, such as climate change, oceans management, and 
disease control, have typically provided a platform for fruitful collaboration 
in U.S.-China relations. Could these issue areas once again re-open avenues 
for cooperation, including bilateral S&T collaboration, during the next 
administration? What are the bright spots and opportunities for joint action 
in this regard? 
 
 



 
 
 
l 
And will the next Administration press the reset button and limit the 
people-to-people and economic decoupling to genuine ‘national security’ 
concerns? Or will it by-and-large follow the Trump Administration’s 
playbook and consolidate the various lines of the ‘Clean Network’ initiative 
that aims to limit the scope for U.S. and third country inter-dependencies 
with China? On a related note, how does Beijing 'Unreliable Entities List' 
order play into this mix? 
 

 Moderator 
 
LIU Yawei 
Director 
China Program, Carter Center 
 
Speakers 
 
David BALTON  
Senior Fellow 
Polar Institute, Woodrow Wilson Center 
 
Yukon HUANG  
Senior Fellow 
Asia Program, Carnegie Endowment for International Peace 
 
David DOLLAR 
Senior Fellow 
John L. Thornton China Center, Brookings Institution 
 
Sally YOZELL 
Director 
Environmental Security, Stimson Center 
 
Sourabh GUPTA 
Senior Fellow 
Institute for China-America Studies 
 
 

1:00 pm 
 

Concluding Remarks 

           HONG Nong 
        Executive Director 
        Institute for China-America Studies 
 

 

https://www.brookings.edu/center/john-l-thornton-china-center/
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